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JOEL KRISCHER, PRESIDENTTHE LAST FURLONGS
We are down to the last two furlongs of 2017. 

OK, that’s a bit of a stretch, but bear with me.  A “furlong” (if the term 
is used in anything but horse racing, I am unaware of it) is 1/8 of a 
mile.  The Kentucky Derby is 10 furlongs (1-1/4 mile), the Preakness 
is 10.5 furlongs (1-3/16 miles) and the Belmont Stakes is 12 furlongs 
(1-1/2 mile).   The winning time in the Belmont Stakes is always 
within a few seconds of two minutes and 30 seconds, which to me, 
is the amount of time it seems to take for a whole year to go by.  So, 
a month is to time what a furlong is to distance?  That’s my story and 
I’m sticking to it.

And we have a busy and important final two furlongs ahead of us in 
2017.  On November 19 from 4:30-6:00 pm we will have the official 
kickoff event for our Generations Endowment Fund.  This is a vital first 
step to ensure the financial future of our wonderful congregation.  
As we enjoy cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and desserts, we will celebrate 
with multi-generational musical performances by our KM choirs and 
the U.S. premiere performance of “Yad Vashem,” composed by Israeli 
composer and Julliard graduate, Haim Shtrum, specifically for our 
own flutist, Susan Greenberg Norman.  Don’t miss this wonderful 
event for a wonderful cause.  (There will be no solicitation at the 
event.)

Later that week, on Thanksgiving Day, we will host the annual 

interfaith breakfast with our friends from Brentwood Presbyterian 
Church.  (Just in case anybody does not know, during its infancy KM 
rented space from BPC for about 10 years before moving into our 
own building, and we have remained friends with that congregation 
ever since.)  This is a wonderful way to launch the Thanksgiving 
holiday and underscore that our American values are universal and 
cut across all religious (and even non-religious) denominations.  

Next month (furlong), of course, brings us Hanukkah (December 12-
20) and we will have a range of activities for which we will provide 
the details later.  The general mood of people just seems to be a little 
sunnier, more uplifted, more energetic during the holiday season.  
Collectively, for many of us, it is a time to be thankful, to spend time 
with family and to share with those that are less fortunate.

Lastly, the end of the year also brings us to the end of . . . . . . . the tax 
year (at least for most of us).  Our annual fundraising efforts continue 
(well, they never really end), and while we are doing very well, we 
have still not met our goals of 100% participation (we are at 40%) and 
$200,000 ($60,000) raised.  (As I write this, we have not yet learned 
what, if any, impact the soon-to-be-announced tax reform proposal 
may have on charitable contributions.)  So if you haven’t made/paid 
your pledge, please do so soon.  And if you are able, become one of 
our major “angels.”  
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   ANNIVERSARIES  Mazel Tov! We celebrate the milestones of our community members!

   
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR CONGREGANTS!

Ron and Ruth Barnett
59th anniversary

Michael Amster and Susan 
Charette 

19th anniversary

Louis and Sandi Diamant
58th anniversary

Izzy and Marilyn Freeman
34th anniversary

Ted and Amy Kahan
28th anniversary

Leon and Doreen Lewin 
49th anniversary

Massoud and Azita 
Nemanim

30th anniversary
Michael and Jessica Sacher

35th anniversary

Jonathan and Elizabeth 
Saven

15th anniversary

Elaine Albert
Toby Brannen
Hilary Coller
Harold Erdley
Alan Fein
Tom Glasner
Sonia Glasner
Charles Goldsmith
Dennis Gura
Ronald Hall
Lori Harrison
Ted Kahan

Veronica Kun
Kathryn Kushlan
Avi Kushlan
Sherrill Kushner
Bernard Laufer
Manja Lenkin
Daniel Levi
Judith Levine
Kevin Lewin
Lisa Lewin
Joseph Loewenbein
Mayer Margolis

Darryl C. Marks
Sid Meltzner
Nicholas Mitchell
Michael Norman
Fay Pimstone
Emma Ramey
Jack Roth
Elana Cohen-Roth
Zvi Rothenberg
Sara Rothenberg
Jeffrey Salberg
Morris Salem

Elizabeth Saven
Benjamin Shapiro
Holly Strom
Shelly Vedres
Steve Weinberg
Susan Yure’
Melodee Eva-Zacchara
Sharon Zeitlin
Judy Zucker
Adar Broekman
Sadie Fay Finn
Golda Ruth Louise Fleiss

Kaden Nessim Gabbai
Taylor Ann Denise Gabbai
Sophie Goldberger
Jay Jacob
Steven Lenkin
Eve Leah Melzer Levenson
Sasha Maya Liberman
Billy Shapiro
Jack Shapiro
Jeremy Alex Steiglitz
Henry Ullendorff
Regina (Rachel) Weber

  (18 and Under)
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7:15pm KM Choir

7:00pm Challah 
Bake

7:15pm KM Choir

7:15pm KM Choir

11:00am  
“Mysteries of 

Life: Darwin vs 
Intelligent Design” 

-  KM Mens and 
Womens Club event

7:15pm KM Choir

7:15pm KM Choir

7:30pm 
Investment 

Committee Mtg

7:30pm 
Investment 
Comm Mtg

6:30pm 
Endowment  

Comm Mtg

11:00am 
Yiddish Class

9:30am 
Shabbat Services

11:00am Shabbat 
Unplugged

11:00am Tot 
Shabbat
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Bar Mitzvah 
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Unplugged

11:00am Tot Shabbat

  9:30am 
Shabbat Services - 

Bat Mitzvah 
Sharry Eydel

11:00am Shabbat 
Unplugged

11:00am Tot Shabbat

1 2 23 4

29

13

                          12:00pm 
Rabbi’s Lunch n’ Learn

                          12:00pm 
Rabbi’s Lunch n’ Learn

                          6:30pm 
Intro to Judaism

                          6:30pm 
Intro to Judaism

                          6:30pm 
Intro to Judaism

                          12:00pm 
Rabbi’s Lunch n’ Learn

                          
8:30am 

Thanksgiving 
Interfaith Service 

                          12:00pm 
Rabbi’s Lunch n’ Learn

         3:45pm RS 2-7
4:00pm RS K-1

         3:45pm RS 2-7
4:00pm RS K-1

         3:45pm RS 2-7
4:00pm RS K-1

         3:45pm RS 2-7
4:00pm RS K-1

         9:00am RS 2-7

        12:30pm Kadima

       4:30pm
Endowment Kickoff

9

Veterans Day
Office Closed
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GENERAL FUND

A donation by
Judy and Lou Zucker, in honor of the KM 
congregation and Lou’s chanting Haftorah on 
Shimini Atzeret. 

In honor of 
Our children and grandchildren, by Judy and 
Leonard Rosenthal

Graham Slater, grandson of Lynn and  
Melvin Slater, by Lynn and Melvin Slater

Riley Slater, granddaughter of Lynn and  
Melvin Slater, by Lynn and Melvin Slater

Tammy Steinsapir, by Robin and Howard Levin

The Torah Readers at Yom Kippur Services, by 
Beth and David Ricanati

Mazel to
Barbara Goldstone on the marriage of her 
son, Matthew, to Leora Perkins, by Beverly and 
Bernie Bienstock, Judy and Les Eber

Beverly and Bernie Bienstock’s 45th Wedding 
Anniversary, by Judy and Les Eber

Paul and Sue Hoffman on the birth of their 
grandson, Adler, by Lolly Bennett, Judy and  
Les Eber, Tammy Steinsapir 

Gloria and Ellis Kirschenbaum on the birth of 
their grandson, Shai Raphael Kirschenbaum, by 
Judy and Les Eber

Debra Vilinsky and Michael Sopher on the birth 
of their granddaughter, Aderet Nediva Sopher, 
by Beverly and Bernie Bienstock, Judy and Les 
Eber, Karen Gottlieb, Sue and Paul Hoffman, 
Sharon and Joel Krischer, Helayne and Joe Levy, 
Suzanne and Stuart Schweitzer

Susie and Marc Yure’ on the marriage of their 
son, Ryan, to Serena Fishman, by Judy and     
Les Eber

A speedy recovery to
Dorita Gotlieb, mother of Rabbi Michael 
Gotlieb, by Helayne and Joe Levy, Stan Ziegler

In memory of
• RABBI MORRIS BAKER, 

father of Manny Baker, by Manny and            
Judy Baker

• YETTA BAKER, 
mother of Manny Baker, by Manny and  
Judy Baker

• ANNA BAUMRING, 
grandmother of Holly Strom, by Holly and  
Joel Strom

• ROSE BERKIN, 
mother of Larry Berkin, by Larry and  
Miyako Berkin

• JEROME BONO, 
brother-in-law of Valerie Zim, by Valerie Zim

• MICHAEL BONO, 
husband of Valerie Zim, by Valerie Zim

• RENA EPSTEIN, 
mother of Shirley Strom and grandmother of 
Joel Strom, by Shirley Strom, Joel and  
Holly Strom

• SELMA GORDON, 
cousin of Lori Papernik, by Lori and  
Brian Papernik

• ESTELLE GRAY, 
mother of Beverly Bienstock, by Beverly and 
Bernie Bienstock

• BORIS GUSSE, 
grandfather of Sara Barnard, by Sara Barnard

• GERALD HAYMAN, 
father of Ann Hayman, by Ann Hayman and 
Harvey Kern

• JACK KERN, 
father of Harvey Kern, by Harvey Kern and  
Ann Hayman

• SAMUEL KLEIN, 
father of Mimi Klein, by Mimi Klein

•  JOHN KOVACS, 
cousin of Tom Vedres, by Tom and Shelly Vedres

• HARRY LEPOLD, 
uncle of Bernie Bienstock, by Bernie and 
Beverly Bienstock

• ALEX LOWENTHAL, 
brother-in-law of Shirley Strom and uncle 
of Joel Strom, by Shirley Strom, Joel and           
Holly Strom

• MORRIS MEADOWS, 
father of Brana Hall, by Brana and Ron Hall

• ISIDOR PARDO, 
father of Nissan Pardo, by Nissan and     
Carmella Pardo

• GLADYS ROSENBERG, 
sister of Shirley Strom and aunt of Joel Strom, 
by Shirley Strom, Joel and Holly Strom 

• BELLA SMITH, 
mother of Barry Smith, by Barry Smith and 
Lauren Levine

• RACHEL SOMEKH, 
mother of Carmella Pardo, by Carmella and 
Nissan Pardo

• RUTH TURETSKY, 
mother of Carol Turetsky, by Carol Turetsky

• FRANCES URWITZ, 
mother of Suzanne Schweitzer, by Suzanne and 
Stuart Schweitzer

CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND

A DONATION BY
Mimi Klein
Suzanne and Stuart Schweitzer

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

A donation by
Ronnie and Stan Rubin

CONTRIBUTIONS (as of October 20, 2017)

My name is Sharry Eydel, and I’m a senior 
at Hale Charter Academy in Woodland 
Hills. I love to play Uno and Monopoly 
with my family. I also enjoy computer 
coding, especially for Minecraft. I have 
a little brother, Jacob, who’s four and an 
older sister Kayla, who is in high school.  
Being in the middle is tough sometimes, 
but it is also fun to be a part of a big family. 

I’m really excited about my Bat Mitzvah because I’m the first one in 
four generations in my family to celebrate being Bat Mitzvah. My mom 
and dad come from Soviet Union where my parents, grandparent and 
even great-grandparents were not allowed to celebrate their Judaism. 
My favorite parts of my Bat Mitzvah practice has been learning about 
how to properly read important blessings and how to push myself to 
get something done, and done right. I can’t wait to show the results of 
my commitment and hard work at my Bat Mitzvah.

Hi! My name is Aaron Dunn. I am an 8th 
grader at Los Angeles Center for Enriched 
Studies Middle School. My favorite 
subjects are Science and History. I have a 
younger brother, Ryan, who is 5 years-old, 
and a big sister, Gillian, who is 14. I play 
soccer and football. I also enjoy playing 
the piano. I have been playing soccer and 
piano since I was 4 and I really enjoy both. 

I also love to travel. I have been to China, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Israel, France and Italy.

My Torah Portion is Chayei Sarah which deals with Sarah’s Death 
and the remaining years of Abraham’s life. I will be celebrating my 
Bar Mitzvah on November 11, 2017. I’m excited to be a

Bar Mitzvah because it’s an important part of my Jewish heritage.

Sharry Eydel - November 18
Meet Our Bat Mitzvah!   Meet Our Bar Mitzvah!   

Sharon and Leon Janks on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Zoe Madison Jasper, born on        
Monday, October 16. 

Michael Sopher and Debra Vilinsky on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Aderet Nediva Sopher, born on Tuesday, 
September 26. 

MAZEL TOV TO

Aaron Dunn - November 11
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km-synagogue.org

Kehillat Ma’arav (KM) is a 
Conservative congregation 
serving Santa Monica, the 
Westside and beyond. 
KM is a caring, involved 
community striving to meet 
the religious, spiritual, 
educational, and social 
needs of our diverse 
membership. Join us Shabbat 
mornings for an egalitarian, 
traditional service. We 
maintain an award winning 
K-12 religious school as 
well as youth programs and 
continuing adult education 
opportunities. We invite 
you to experience our 
community and help us 
serve the Westside with 
pride and dignity.
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BOOK LAUNCH BY OUR OWN BEVERLY GRAY BIENSTOCK!

Sunday, November 12 at 3 p.m.  - Launch party at Diesel 
(bookstore at the Brentwood Country Mart) 

Sunday, December 3 at 3 p.m. - 

Kehillat Ma’arav’s
34th ANNUAL

THANKSGIVING 
INTERFAITH 
BREAKFAST & SERVICE
with Brentwood Presbyterian Church

Thursday, November 23
8:30am

located this year at:
Kehillat Ma’arav

THANK YOU TO OUR KM SUKKAH BUILDERS!
Bernie Bronstein
Dennis Gura
Matt Maibaum
David Oberman
Sandy Rosenblatt
Herb Sabin
Barry Smith
Michael Sopher
Lou Zucker

Family friendly event; All ages 
are welcome.  

Light breakfast followed by a 
lovely service. 

This special interfaith service 
with Kehillat Ma’arav and 
Brentwood Presbyterian 
includes songs, prayers & 
reflections and is led by clergy 
from both congregations.

SUGGESTED DONATION: 
$4 and a can of food

(at AJU) 


