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HAPPY HANUKKAH! JOEL KRISCHER, PRESIDENT

Hanukkah is quite a complicated story. Thereis alot of material oniit,
ranging from long scholarly expositions to stories in places like the
Huffington Postand Ha-Aretzand evena 2009 New YorkTimes Op-Ed
piece by David Brooks. (If you search phrase“was Hanukkah a Jewish
civil war”in Google, you will come up with a lot of links, all providing
much more detailed information than the brief summary below.)

What seems clear about the events from almost 2,400 years ago
(approximately 170-164 B.C.E.) is that the battle we know about as
Hanukkah began as a civil war between Jews with the Maccabees
(the Hasmoneans or observant Jews) fighting mostly against the
Mityavnim, those Jews who favored assimilation and/or had already
converted into the Hellenistic culture and pagan Greek belief
system. It also seems clear that the conflict started when Matthais
Maccabee, the head of a family of priests in the town of Modin,
killed both a Jew who was attempting to carry out the command
of King Antiochus IV to publicly offer a pagan sacrifice on the altar
and the king’s officer who was with him. After several years of war
between the Hasmoneans (lead by the Maccabees), on one side,
and the Mitvayim and eventually the Seleucids, on the other, the
Maccabees were victorious and reclaimed and rededicated the

Temple. The war itself, and its aftermath, which included forced
circumcisions and conversions of non-Jews to Judaism (not to
mention the arrival of the Romans who would ultimately destroy
the Temple), raise many difficult moral questions about religious
freedom and who were the “good guys”and “bad guys.”

So why do we - or should we -- celebrate such a difficult era of
our history? It seems generally accepted that Hanukkah - a non-
biblical holiday — was celebrated for eight days because the Jews
were making up for the eight days of Sukkot, which they had been
forced to skip after the Temple had been seized. The holiday and
its meaning continued to evolve over time and, according to some,
the Hanukkah celebration we know today evolved about at the
end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th Centuries as a result
of (1) the newly emerging Zionism in Europe, which sought to
emphasize military heroes in Jewish history, and/or (2) an attempt
to revitalize American Judaism, which seized on the holiday’s
seasonal congruence with the then-increasing importance of the
American Christmas holiday.

So what is one to make of this history? The Maccabean revolt

Continued on Page 3
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HAPPY HANUKKAH!, con’t

does seem to have been important to the preservation of Judaism,
arguably even heroically so. It is certainly fair to debate whether
the ends justified the means; it is also fair, as part of that debate, to
question whether we can apply the morality of today to the lives
of Jews who lived so long ago in a very different time and a very
different world under imperial domination of a foreign power.

In the end | think we, and the world, can all be thankful, and maybe
even amazed, that Judaism has survived. As for the celebration of
Hanukkah? As | have said before, this is my favorite time of year. It
starts with Thanksgiving, and its deeply American spirituality that
cuts across all religions and even the non-religious. It continues
through Hanukkah and Christmas (with its own mythological,
pagan and winter solstice underpinnings) and up to New Year’s.
During this time, the general mood of people just seems to be

MAZEL TOV TO

Marian and Charley Goldsmith on the engagement of their daughter,
Suzy Goldsmith to Kassie Rohrbach.
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a little sunnier, more uplifted, more energetic. Collectively, the
season urges us to be thankful for what we have, to spend time
with family and to share with those that are less fortunate. On
balance, that is a very good thing.

Solam happy to be a creature of my times, to not judge too harshly
either side in a civil war that occurred two and half millennia ago, to
celebrate the wonders of Judaism, to be happy for the celebrations
of other religions, and to be happy for the privilege of living in the
United States, which continues to be the most welcoming land to
Jews outside of, and possibly even including, Israel. That is certainly
something to celebrate

With that as background, an unabashed HAPPY HANUKKAH to one
and all.

CONDOLENCES TO

Howard and Elaine Behnken on the passing of Howard’s mother,
Theresa Behnken, on Monday, November 13.

Sharon and Leon Janks on the birth their granddaughter, Penelope Aerin

Janks born Thursday, November 23.

Sara and Baruch Rothenberg and Perla and Zvi Rothenberg, on the birth
of their daughter and granddaughter, Elia Corina Rothenberg, born on

Tuesday, October 31.

Lillian and Michael Frisch on the passing of Lillian’s sister, Esther

Weinberger, on Tuesday, October 31.

Julia Weinberg Zwitman on the passing of her husband, Daniel
Zwitman, on Tuesday, October 24.

CONTRIBUTIONS (a of November 20, 2017)

GENERAL FUND

A donation by
S.D.M. Security Services, Inc.

In appreciation of

Our Aliyah on Rosh Hashanah, by Gloria and
Ellis Kirschenbaum

In honor of
Halina and Alan Alter on the birth of their
grandson, Grant Matthew Kleinman, by
Judy and Manny Baker, Beverly and Bernie
Bienstock, Lolly Bennett, Andrea and Noah
Jussim, Mimi Klein, Sharon and Joel Krischer,
Marsha and Forrest Latiner, Leah Mendelsohn,
Susan and Richard Ross, Lori and Gary Samson,
Suzanne and Stuart Schweitzer, Stan Ziegler

Aaron Dunn’s Bar Mitzvah, by Mimi Klein
Karen Gotlieb, by Tammy Steinsapir

Sam Hirsch 90th birthday celebration, by Sam
Hirsch

Holly Strom’s birthday, by Mitch Silberman

Mazel tov to
Sara and Baruch Rothenberg and Perla and
Zvi Rothenberg, on the birth of their daughter
and granddaughter, Elia Corina Rothenberg,
by Judy and Manny Baker, Sharon and Joel
Krischer

Barbara Goldstone on the marriage of Matthew
to Leora Perkins, by Beverly Schwartz

Sharon and Leon Janks on the birth of their
granddaughter, Zoe Madison Jasper, by Judy
and Les Eber, Mimi Klein, Sharon and Joel
Krischer, Suzanne and Stuart Schweitzer

A speedy recovery to
Dorita Gotlieb, by Lynda and Don Moses

In memory of

» THERESA BEHNKEN,
mother of Howard Behnken, by Judy and
Manny Baker, Judy and Mitch Blake, Celeste
and Hal Erdley, Sue and Paull Hoffman, Sharon
and Joel Krischer, Lori and Gary Samson,
Beverly Schwartz, Linda and Jack Topal, Stan
Ziegler

« BEN BENNETT,
husband of Lolly Bennett, by Lolly Bennett

+ JOSEPH BRONSTEIN,

father of Bernie Bronstein, by Bernie and Susan
Bronstein

+ BENJAMIN DIAMANT,
brother of Lou Diamant, by Lou and Sandi
Diamant

« ROSE COHEN,
grandmother of Beverly Bienstock, by Beverly
and Bernie Bienstock

+ ANNY CRONHEIM,
grandmother of Linda Zwang-Weissman, by
Linda and Barry Zwang-Weissman

 MILTON EIDELBERG,

uncle of Lori Papernik, by Lori and Brian
Papernik

« ANN FINK,

mother of Evelyn Berger, by Evelyn Berger
« HARRY FISTELL,

father of Ira Fistell, by Ira Fistell

« MUSYA GELMAN,
mother of Boris Gelman, by Boris and Faina
Gelman

+ SELMA GREENBERG,
grandmother of Sharon Krischer, by Sharon
and Joel Krischer

« CHARLOTTE HOFFMAN,

mother of Gail Rosenfeld, by Gail and Irv
Rosenfeld

« AL ISRAEL,
father of Larry Israel, by Larry and Kim Israel
- BERNARD KARPEL,
father of Susan Karpel, by Susan Karpel
« ESTELLE KARPEL,
mother of Susan Karpel, by Susan Karpel
+ YAKOV KHARIT,
by Gloria and Ellis Kirschenbaum
« MARVIN KOHN,
brother of Stanley Kohn, by Stanley Kohn
« SEYMOUR KRAMER,
father of Beverly Schwartz, by Beverly Schwartz

- BABY KRANZ,
daughter of Judy Baker, by Judy and Manny
Baker

« HARRY MOLBERGER,
father of Cookie Valente, by Cookie Valente

Continued on next page
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« ENID KARPEL-NAGLER,
sister of Susan Karpel, by Susan Karpel
+ SCOTT MITCHEL OLKEN,
son of Elaine and Sherwin Olken, by Elaine and Sherwin Olken
+ DINAH POSTERNACK,
mother of Elaine Olken, by Elaine and Sherwin Olken
+ LARRY RABB,
father of Kathy Gura, by Kathy and Dennis Gura
+ MILTON ROTHENBERG,
father of Shelley Gould, by Shelley and Mark Gould
+ HOSEA SOLTZ,
father-in-law of Michael Wyte, by Michael Wyte
+ AVRAHAM STERN,
father of Yehudit Coutin, by Yehudit and Israel Coutin
« ELLASTERN,
mother of Yehudit Coutin, by Yehudit and Israel Courtin
+ DAVID HABER WARSHAWSKY,
father of Beth Ricanati, by Beth and David Ricanati

« ESTHER WEINBERGER,
sister of Lillian Frisch, by Judy and Manny Baker, Sharon and Joel Krischer, Sandie
Sampson, Susan and Alan Sperling

« ANN YURE;
mother of Marc Yure] by Marc and Susie Yure’

+ DANIEL ZWITMAN,
husband of Julia Weinberg Zwitman, by Judy and Manny Baker, Judy and Mitch Blake,
Evelyn Berger, Beverly and Bernie Bienstock, Debbie Feldman, Paul and Sue Hoffman,
Sharon and Joel Krischer, Sherrill Kushner, Norma Laine, Susan and Michael Norman,
Laurie and Gary Samson, Susie and Marc Yure’

ENID KARPEL-NAGLER PRAYERBOOD FUND

In memory of
Enid Nagler-Karpel, sister of Susan Karpel, by Susan Karpel

CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND

A donation by
Anonymous

Susan and Richard Ross

In memory of
Bernard Karpel, father of Susan Karpel, by Susan Karpel

RABBI’'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

A donation by
Anonymous

In honor of
Jessica and Noabh Yaffe's wedding anniversary, by Sally and David Yaffe

Zoe Madison Jasper’s baby naming, by Sharon and Leon Janks

A speedy recovery to
Dorita Gotlieb, by Zelma Kramer

Thank you to

Rabbi Michael Gotlieb for the respect, kindness, and generosity of spirit and compassion
you demonstrated at the celebration of my father’s 90th birthday, by Susan and Richard

Ross

In memory of
Estelle Karpel, mother of Susan Karpel, by Susan Karpel

Chic Lippman, mother of Tamara Bernstein, Andrew Lippman, and William Lippman, by
Tamara Bernstein, Andrew Lippman and William Lippman

Kehillat Ma’arav

v *:,\
=l e e il - M
MI \’

The westside congregation

1715 21st Street
Santa Monica, CA 90404
Phone (310) 829-0566
Fax (310) 453-8358
km-synagogue.org

Kehillat Ma’arav (KM) is a
Conservative congregation
serving Santa Monica, the
Westside and beyond.
KM is a caring, involved
community striving to meet
the religious, spiritual,
educational, and social
needs of our diverse
membership.Join us Shabbat
mornings for an egalitarian,
traditional service. We
maintain an award winning
K-12 religious school as
well as youth programs and
continuing adult education
opportunities. We invite
you to experience our

community and help us
serve the Westside with

pride and dignity.

Rabbi
Michael Gotlieb

Cantor
Samuel Cohen

Executive Director
Kathie Rose

Director of Education & Youth
Sharone Weizman

Head of Early Childhood & Arts
Masha Savitz

Events Coordinator
Cindy Roth

Administrative Assistant
Rose Piccirilli

Business Manager
Joanne Klein

Communications
Mia Labowitz

Building Manager
Carlos Perez

President
Joel Krischer

Executive VP
Allison Goldberger
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